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Section 1. Notice of Preparation and Scoping Period Public 
Comments 

This appendix contains comments received during the two public scoping periods for Santa 
Clara Valley Water District’s (Valley Water) Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project (Project). In 
accordance with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15082, Valley 
Water, as the CEQA lead agency, prepared a Notice of Preparation (NOP) for this 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR). The NOP contained a description of the Project, a summary 
of the environmental effects of the Project to be addressed in the EIR, and served as the official 
opening of the required scoping period. On August 7, 2017, the Initial Study and NOP were 
submitted to the State Clearinghouse and subsequently posted to CEQAnet, an online 
searchable environmental database for documents submitted to the State Clearinghouse. The 
Initial Study and NOP were distributed through the State Clearinghouse to all applicable state 
responsible and trustee agencies as required under CEQA. The initial scoping period for the 
Project remained open through September 6, 2017, a period of 30 days. The scoping period 
was extended an additional 30 days through October 5, 2017, for a total period of 60 days.  

On February 8, 2021, Valley Water reopened the scoping period and held two virtual Project 
public scoping and update meetings via Zoom and Facebook Live on February 24 and 25, 2021. 
Virtual public scoping meetings were held due to the on-going Covid-19 pandemic. An invitation 
to the Zoom meetings was mailed and emailed to approximately 470 elected officials, tribes, 
agencies, organizations, landowners, other stakeholders and interested parties, posted on the 
Valley Water website, published in local newspapers, and posted on social media (i.e., 
Facebook). The purpose of these meetings was to update the public and agencies on progress 
made on the project planning and environmental review. In addition, these virtual events allowed 
for solicitation of additional questions and written comments from the public and agencies on the 
scope and content of the EIR, consistent with Public Resources Code Section 21083.9(a)(2). 
This subsequent 32-day public scoping period closed on March 12, 2021. 

This Public and Agency Scoping Process Summary Appendix includes two attachments: 
Attachment A – The Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project Initial Study and NOP (August 2017) 
and Attachment B – Public Scoping Comments. Tables 1-1 through 1-3 provide the commenter 
name, the date the comment(s) was received, and if it was submitted via hard copy, 
electronically, or both. The details of each comment letter are available in Attachment B. 
Scoping letters or e-mails were submitted by state agencies, a Native American Tribe, 
organizations, and community members during the comment period.  
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Table 1-1. State Agency Comments Received During Scoping Periods 
Commenter Date Received 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 08/29/20172 & 9/7/20173 

California Department of Transportation 10/05/20173 

California Department of Water Resources, Division of 
Safety of Dams 10/06/20171 

Native American Heritage Commission  08/24/20171 

State Water Resources Control Board  09/20/20171 
Notes: 
1 Comment received via hard copy. 
2 Comment received electronically. 
3 Comment received both electronically and via hard copy. The comment letter attached to the electronic submission is the same as 

the submitted hard copy version. Attachment B contains a singular copy of the comment letter. 

Table 1-2. Native American Tribal Comments Received during Scoping Periods 
Commenter Date Received 

Costanoan Rumsen Carmel Tribe: Tony Cerda  11/11/20201 

Notes: 
1 Comment received electronically. 

Table 1-3. Local Organizations and Individual Comments Received during Scoping Periods  
Commenter Date Received 

California Native Plant Society Santa Clara Valley 
Chapter 03/12/20211 

Center for Biological Diversity  10/11/20173 

Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society  09/03/20172 & 10/10/20172 

Sierra Club Loma Prieta  09/03/20172, 09/07/20172, 10/11/20172 & 3/15/20212 

Transoceanic Systems  03/27/20212 

Individual: Bill Florek  11/10/20202 

Individual: Alan and Meg Giberson  03/12/20212 

Individual: Katja Irvin  02/24/20212 

Individual: Bob Patrie  03/04/20212 

Individual: William Sherman  03/10/20212 
Notes: 
1 Comment received via hard copy. 
2 Comment received electronically. 
3 Comment received both electronically and via hard copy. The comment letter attached to the electronic submission is the same as 

the submitted hard copy version. Attachment B contains a singular copy of the comment letter. 
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